ASHBOURNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Ashbourne Town Council held on
Tuesday 19 November 2024 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Ashbourne.

Present: Clirs: Mr A Bates; Mrs D Brown; Mr E Brown; Mr P Chell; Mrs C Cooper; Dr G Clark; Mr A Currie;
Ms B Michalek; Ms S Moore; Mrs A Smith; Mr M Spencer and Mrs Spencer

In attendance: Carole Dean; Town Clerk, Samantha Higton; Assistant Clerk
DDDC Clir{s) Peter Dobbs and Stuart Lees

C/24/3918  Apologies for absence
Cllr Ms 1 Keyne; DDDC Clir(s) Rob Archer and Nick Wilton; County Clir Steve Bull

C/24/3919  Variation of Order of Business
None received

C/24/3920 Declaration of Members Interests
None received

C/24/3921  To receive and approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which they
have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
None received

C/24/3922  Public Speaking
No Members of the public wished to speak

Police; County Councillor or District Councillor Matters
Clir Mrs Spencer thanked everyone for there help with the Christmas Light Switch-On event on Saturday 16

November.
Clir Cooper said that Fishpond Meadow area had not been mowed and when it was done it had been done

badly.
Clir Lees stated that the travellers had been serviced with an eviction notice however it would take time to

come into effect.

Cllr Dobbs thanked the Town Council for the recent Fireworks Display and Christmas Light Switch-On event.
Cllr Dobbs stated that there was an area of Fishpond Meadow that FOAP had pushed to be a wild flower
Meadow; however the flowers had not taken as the area was to wet.

ClIr Bates stated that the barrier at the entrance to Cokayne Avenue car park was not being put back in
place which could lead to issues.

Clir Lees left the meeting at 7.13pm

C/24/3923 To Approve the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15 October 2024
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 15 October 2024 be

approved
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C/24/3924  To Approve the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Monday 11 November

2024
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Monday 11 November 2024

C/24/3925 To Approve the Minutes of the Finance, Town Hall & HR Committee Meeting held on
Monday 4 and 11 November 2024

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Finance, Town Hall & HR Committee Meeting held on Monday
4 and 11 November 2024 be approved

C/24/3926 To Approve the Minutes of the C&E Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 12 November
2024

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the C&E Committee Meetings held on Tuesday 12 November 2024 be
approved

C/24/3927  Finance

a) Members to authorise the accounts for payment, all invoices listed have been examined, verified
and certified by the Town Clerk/RFO. Chair and Deputy to sign the payment schedule

It was RESOLVED that the accounts for payment be authorised

C/24/3928 Members to consider appointing a company to carry out the reinstatement valuation of
the Town Hall deferred from Finance, Town Hall & HR Committee meeting following the reply from the
Insurance Company Mayor to advise whether to hold a ‘Mayor’s Award’s Event’ and if agreed set the date
It was RESOLVED to appoint Zurich Insurance to carry out the reinstatement valuation of the Town Hall

C/24/3929  Clerk’s Report — To advise Members of the changes to Employment Rights Bill
It was RESOLVED to note the changes to Employment Rights Bill

C/24/3930  Clerk’s report — To advise Members of the Council’s new ‘Duty’ to Prevent Sexual and
General Harassment Policy. Report and draft policy attached for Members to approve

It was RESOLVED to defer making a decision on the Policy whilst the Clerk checked the wording of ‘manager’
and for it to be brought back to another meeting

C/24/3931  From DDDC - Call for Sites 2024. DDDC are carrying out a Local Plan Review for sites
suitable for housing or employments land or land suitable for habitat creation improvements with the
Derbyshire Dales (copy email attached) links to the information on the email Derbyshire Dales call for sites
website

Derbyshire Dales Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (April 2022).

District Council’s Biodiversity call for sites webpage

It was RESOLVED not to give a corporate response; however, Member can identify sites as individuals

C/24/3932 Members to consider and decide whether to send corporate Christmas Cards — Report
attached. Members to note that if agreed, the design, image(s), wording and number of cards to be
purchased need to be agreed at the meeting due to times scales of ordering and posting

It was RESOLVED to order 100 corporate Christmas Cards. The wording to be ‘The Mayor, Ashbourne Town
Councillors wish you a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Member agreed on an image; however, if this was not possible the image of the Christmas tree in the Market
Place would be used
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C/24/3933  Mayor to advise whether to hold a ‘Mayor’s Award’s Event’ and if agreed set the date

It was RESOLVED to hold a ‘Mayor’s Award’s Event’ on Wednesday 26 March 2025, the closing date for
nominations is Friday 28" February 2025.

Members RESOLVED not to accept nominations form those who had received an award in 2024; and that
the number of guests invited with the recipient be restricted, within reason

C/24/3934 Project Updates
a) Update on the Millennium Square project.
No update

b} Ashbourne Reborn Highways & Public Realm — Programme Board

The Clerk advised there is a public engagement meeting (to be held at QEGS) on Tuesday 3™ December,
she added that she had spoken to the ‘chair’ of C&E regarding the possibility of changing the date of the
meeting

Clir Bates urged members to attend the meeting

Cllr Mr Brown stated that the road closure on St John Street for 19 weeks could have a financial impact on
parents who need to get their children to pre and after school clubs

¢) Update on the Town Hall

The Clerk advised that the washroom in the anteroom had dried out following the dehumidifier being
installed over two weeks prior; however, the plumber had advised that the timber floorboards may be
un-safe and advised against using the washroom

d) Update on the SIDS
No update

C/24/3935 Mayor’s Announcements

CHr Mrs Spencer said that she had attended seven events during the past month including presenting the
Pool Trophy at the Coach & Horses; the Remembrance Parade; the town’s Christmas Light Switch-On and
doing the draw to see who would turn the light on

C/24/3936 Town Council representatives to give an update on Outside Bodies

Cllr Cooper stated that Community Transport meetings would now be bi-monthly

Cllr Michalek stated that QEGS Speech Day would be in December and urged members to attend
Clir Smith advised that ASCP were busy with the plans for the extension to the pavilion

C/24/3937 Correspondence (for information only — previously email out)
a) From DCC - Close The Green Road, Ashbourne from 2 - 4 January 2025 for new electric connection
Members agreed to note the information

b) From DCC - Close Bradbourne Road {B5056) Fenny Bentley for drainage repairs 25 - 29 November
2024 between 08:00 and 16:00 each day ‘
Members agreed to note the information

C/24/3938 Derbyshire Association of Local Councils, {including Training Dates} Council to note the
following circular(s) received from DALC (emailed out) November Newsletter
Members agreed to note the information
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C/24/3939 Chair to sign the Minutes {previously approved)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes be signed by the Chair

The meeting closed at 8.20pm

ChairmMaN... e ireseiecinnes DAt iiiissiiisiiens
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